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~ GHANA
A BRIEF HISTORY

ACE THAT EUROPEANS HAD
'H IN SUBSAHARAN AFRICA
ENT DAY GHANA IN

DIFICE THAT REMINDS US OF THAT
HISTORY IS THE ELMINA CASTLE BUILT BY
[HE PORTUGUESE IN 1482.
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WHO OCCUPIED GHANA AT TIME
FHRST EUROPEAN CONTACT

BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT
CHANGE IN HNIC DEMOGRAPHY SINCE

HAT TIME- THERE WERE AND ARE OVER
) ETHNIC GROUPS DEPENDING ON THE
ASSIFICATION.

IENT AKAN KINGDOMS WERE
PREDOMINANATE

= THE MOST POWERFUL BEING THE ASHANTI
KINGDOM
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- GHANA
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NIZATION AND
- INDEPENDENCE



50ST INDEPENDENCE

GOVERNANCE WAS INTRODUCED

UP D’ETAT AFT OUP D’ETAT

6- 1992 WAS DOMINATED BY MILITARY
WITH JUST FIVE YEARS OF CIVILIAN RULE

1992- TILL PRESENT - DEMOCRATIC
GOVERNANCE WITH A FOUR YEAR TERM OF
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT



I ECONOMY

TH NATURAL RESOURCES

cer of cocoa in the world
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THE POPULATION IS CURRENTLY ABOUT 25 MILLION
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WNGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION STYLES

1age, English partly because of the
1al association with Great
ecause there are so many

| no single one could
tively serve as the official language.

1sh is used in school, business, and

od in school

It is common for Ghanaians to use proverbs
instead of speaking directly- it is considered as
enlightenment and a sign of wisdom.



WANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION STYLES
Jncluding non-verbal communication)
Greetings:

important in Ghanaian society. It
1 of 2ct and concern for another

rson. lo fail to greet is considered an insult.
e is always made for greeting and it is not
‘as an interference or waste of time.

ardless of the gestures or words used in
- greeting, the act of greeting another person is
extremely important. To ignore a greeting or to
fail to greet someone is a serious insult to most
Ghanaians.




MANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION STYLES
INg non-verbal communication)
' Gesture:

meone, you would raise the palm
ard them, and then fold the



issing sound is used to get someone’s

ion. This should only be used in certain
s, otherwise it may be considered
ample, if you are eating at a

| ou want to get the server’s
attention, you may hiss at them. Someone also
ay hiss at you on the street to get your
ention, such as a street vendor who wants to
Il you something,.

kissing sound is often used to mean
“watch out”. For example, if you are walking
on a crowded sidewalk and a bicyclist is
approaching from behind and there is not
much room, you may be warned by the biker to
“watch out” by a kissing sound.



w;‘
ELIGION AND SPIRITUALITY

e very spiritual and religion plays
rt in their lives. They are also
igions and religious

ctices that are different from their own.

2re is very little religious discrimination.
e missionary influence in Ghana is huge —
conceivable church (both mainstream
and evangelical) is represented by their
schools, clinics, and hospitals, as well as their
usual religious activities. The focus on moral
character which religion offers contributes to
the country’s stability.



" TRADITIONAL WORSHIPERS

preme Being who has vested
nimate and inanimate objects

1e Supreme Being, who

not be approached directly, the population
1anaians who believe in traditional

oion, often communicate with him through
ediaries. Intermediaries can include
animate or inanimate objects, as well as
ancestor spirits. It is especially common for
people to seek guidance through their
ancestors.




forward to Easter, Christmas,
the day after Christmas-when

| ) the three-day feast

d Eid-al-Fitr at the end of Ramadan and
il-Adha, the Feast of the Sacrifice. (Exact

ates of Muslim holidays are based on the
lunar calendar and therefore are not the same
every year.)

ALL THESE SIGNIFICANT CHRISTIAN AND
MUSLIM EVENTS ARE NATIONAL HOLIDAYS!!



IONS 18%



s from American AFS students

1 Ghana:

jone 1s religious and at times his or
1l became overwhelming.”

hristian family, expect to
hurch on Sunday (and

77

mes Wednesday toc

on is a big part of Ghanaian life, so be
ed to find 1t everywhere."

- “They are extremely religious. They pray aloud a
- lot and sing and dance in church.””

= “Religion also plays a huge part in Ghanaian life. It
1s not just another early Sunday morning, but
rather an everyday thing.”



)LISM/COLOR CHOICES

for clothing -
ion and Child birth (motherhood)

Brown for Funerals
or OCccasions.

= Events

- m Association etc



“TUALITY & TIME

e generally aware that
imeliness is an

Some s they even poke fun at
1selves or other fellow Ghanaians in
ds to the lack of awareness of time.

lians are known to be late to meetings, up
r more hours late is common. People

sually just wait.



nas started a television advertising
ourage timeliness, but as in

s, you will usually see much more
punctuality and awareness of time versus
smaller towns and villages.

= The major bus lines, however, are generally on
time.



veniences (dishwashers, washer and driers,
ed water, cars, etc) makes it much more
ficult to plan one’s day. For example, one
get up and wash the family’s clothes by
hand before doing anything else. Or the
meeting may be far away and since most
Ghanaians don’t have vehicles, they have to
rely on public transportation to get places and
public transportation is very unreliable.



TUALITY & TIME

SA AFS student hosted in Ghana “Ghanaians
time. Punctuality is non-existent. We would
i1ngs two hours later than planned and be the
| t ones there.”
ians generally take
 events rather than a

a relaxed pace, viewing time as a
- of hours or minutes.

1aians people are considered to be more important than

a time is always made for greeting and it is not seen as an
ce or waste of time.

“Impatience cannot ignite a
fire” (Ghanaian proverb)



SERSONAL SPACE AND TOUCHING

standing or walking together holding
riendship. Not too often do you see

are seen walking witl someone of the same gender, you
pe considered to be their good friend.

is seen walking with a woman on a regular basis, he will
likely be considered to be dating that woman.

erally inappropriate for men and women to show too

and famﬂy members of different genders.

= Between friends and family members of the same gender, there is
a bit more touching during conversations.

= While Ghanaians are very friendly, too much outward physical
expression may be considered embarrassing, inappropriate, and/
or disrespectful.



SE OF THE CORRECT HAND:

lving items is done only with the right hand.
eft hand, an apology must be rendered
used. The left hand is considered as
ered disrespectful.

g your right hand to shake, touch, eat food with, or
e money (or anything else) is a must. Using the left
or these things is considered rude and dirty.

v g the hand in a fist with the thumb to the sky, then
g the thumb to the forefinger is an extremely rude

gesture.

Pointing at people tends to be considered rude. Instead,
many people purse their lips in the direction of the person to
which they are referring.



"EYE CONTACT

ontact is generally acceptable

nbers of the same age, gender, and
ever, overly direct eye contact
1de and possibly a threat.

elder or superior, it is
to avoid direct eye contact.

dren don’t generally look elders in the eye,
[ very few people are allowed to (or are
expected to) look a village chief or respected
elder in the eye when speaking to them.
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HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
ancy: 56 (male); 57 (female).
ity rate: 59 per 1,000 births

ate of infant mortality, a child is not
of society until he or she is 8
old. It is common for the father to name the

l medicine is an integral option for health care

o t unusual for patients to go to prayer camps to
\ be healed, especially if the Western-style medical
- practitioner does not seem to be able to provide
remedy

= There are not enough medical doctors in Ghana to
treat everyone (about 1:16,000 people).



\S A COMPLIMENT

e has put on weight could be
a compliment.



| Gender Issues

rger cities such at Accra, Takoradi/

d Kumasi, women'’s roles are

e like their counterparts in the
Aany own businesses, speak
in public, etc.

ditionally, a woman's role has been seen as
bmissive towards men. They are expected to
home with the children, gather firewood,
fetch water, cook dinner and clean. The
traditional role is seen more in the rural areas.

\

= Roles tend to be changing and it is becoming
more accepted everywhere for women to take
on stronger roles.



oreigners in general can act as
are not usually bound by the

ing will non-verbally tell men that you
oe promiscuous and will most likely
unwanted attention.



EJUDICE AND DISCRIMINATION

ersity is minimal in Ghana. More
ine (99.8) percent of the people in
African. It is common for

to chant “obroni”, “obroni”
en they see a white person.

3 refers to a White Person or a Westerner. It

s nor initially mean ones skin color but the

thood that the one in referral is from a very

\ far place. It also connotes Western culture.
African Americans may be referred to as
‘obroni” by the fact of their accent or the way
they carry themselves would be different from
the locals.



seen wearing shorts, but you don’t see many locals
ing them. Shorts are generally viewed as

1ething school children sport. It is seen more as

nal wear.

omen- Conservative dresses, skirts, robes or
pants and blouses are acceptable. Avoid clothes that
are too revealing or tight fitting. Short skirts and thin
strapped tops should be avoided.



Titiés and Business Cards

nmon to address people by “Sir” or

ou do or do not know them. If you do
it's also accepted to call them Mister
1ame) or Madame (plus first or

a peer you can usually call them
st name, but if they are older, then using Mister or
ame plus their name is respectful.

ng someone by the title of their profession is also
able. For example, the driver of a bus can be

called “driver”.

‘@ There is no set protocol with the giving and receiving
of business cards, but it is always advisable to give and
receive cards with the right hand.



‘Negotiations

d to come from the top down and

take awhile to be

ed. Expect to bargain for just about

ything. Bargaining is a way of life, a way

eraction, and very expected. It is best to

rcise patience” when trying to buy things

| se negotiating turns in to a necessary part

of almost all transactions, especially those in
the market.




AW AND ORDER

ing age is 18 and while drinking
ainly occur, the behavior is

1l and being drunk in public
ed upon.

most likely be
ties for possession, use, or trafficking in
‘drugs are severe, and convicted

_ lers can expect long jail sentences and
neavy fines.




ate in Ghana: 63% (male); 46%
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